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READER’S VIEW

Cleaner river benefits all of us

Thelower Boise River,in | er Boise River. ATMDLisa
Boise, is beautiful. People document approved by the
admire theriver from the EPA thatallocates the
Greenbelt, catch trout from itjxantityof pollutants
ahealthy put-and-take fish- owed to enter theriver
ery, and look through the from various sources.
clear water to the gravel The TMDL for the lower
bottomwhile floatingitin Boise River governsboth
the summer. Tom point sources — like sewer

Allofthatchangesbythe ~ Dypyls treatmentplantoutfalls—
timethe Boiseentersthe =~ —————— and non-point sources,
Snake River. Past Caldwell, suchasagricultural ditch
theriveriscloudyand turbid,and  returns. The plangroup,acoali-
thewatetl;?ualityexceeds]?.nvi- tion of municipaland agricultural
ronmental Protection Agencylim- interests,is writinga TMDLIm-
its for sediment, bacteria,andnu-  plementation Plantooutline how
trients. While it would be easier all pollution sources will meet
for Boiseresidentstopoint fingers  their TMDL goals. Success will
atCanyon County, or atagricul- need toinclude Canyon County,
turein particular, forcausingthe  which hasthe bulk of water quali-
water quality problems, thefactis  ty problemsinits section of the
thatweall contribute tothesame  river,and AdaCounty, which con-
river. Urban runoff, wastewater tributes to those pollutants.
treatment facilities, and resident - A two-county approach tosolv-
wildlifeinupstreamurbanareas ingproblemsisnotanewidea.
compound problems downstream. The old Ada Planning Association

Cleaningup theriver willre- combined with Canyon County to
quiremmdfuﬁtes:i’ fromall ofus. make COMPASS, the regional
Thisis described in the Total lanning group. Inarecent elec-

Maximum Daily Load for thie low-
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P
tion, voters decided to establish a

regional transportation authority

for mass transit.
Weneedatwo-countyvisionfor

andcleanfromLuckyPeakDamto

Parma. mkinﬂirsonalcom-
mitmenttoac rriveriseasy.

Bringabag for your dog’s drop-
pings next time you’re on the
Greenbelt. Don’t over-fertilize
your lawn. Don't rinse soaps, oil,
orother chemicals into storm
drains that feed the river (drains
marked witha fish throughout
town). Learnabout the TMDL
processand evenget involved.

Imagine a healthy river system
across two counties, and therich-
ness it would bring to our region
now and for our children’s future.
Thr regional cooperation, we
canmake the TMDLimplementa-
tionreality and improve water
quality for everyone.

Tom Dupuisisinterimfacilitator of
the Lower Boise River Water Quali-
ty Plangroup, after the passing of
Tom Krumsick, who originally pre-
pared thispiece.




